
It is with great pleasure and anticipation that we 
introduce our next Executive Director of Black Rock 
Retreat, Peter Fiorello.

 The Search Committee, was blessed with more 
than 40 candidates. After a rigorous interview 
process, Peter’s candidacy rose to the top as most 

compelling for this next chapter in our ministry. 
He brings deep experience in the camping 

world, significant leadership prowess, 
and a deep faith with commitment to 
bringing more children, youth and adults 
into relationship with Christ. Peter has 
been serving as Executive Director of 
Camp Spofford in New Hampshire since 

January 2011. Prior to that, Peter held 
Executive Director posts at Youth for Christ 

in Erie, PA and at Sacandaga Bible Camp in 
Broadalbin, NY. He holds a BA degree in Youth 
Ministry from Colorado Christian University with 
minors in Biblical Studies and Outdoor Leadership. 

Peter enjoys casting vision and mobilizing a team 
to pursue God’s call and direction. We believe he 
will be a distinctive leader helping move Black Rock 
Retreat to even greater heights as we work to fulfill 
our aspirational vision as well as operationalize our 
day to day mission: 

Aspirational Vision: Black Rock Retreat reflects our 
Creator at every touch point so people of all ages are 
positively impacted and drawn to a life-changing 
relationship with Christ. Recognizing the spiritual 
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needs of our growing community, empowered 
team members serve intentionally through Gospel-
inspired innovations.

Day to Day Mission: Black Rock Retreat is dedicated 
to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
strengthening His church. We provide quality 
facilities, programs, and a serving staff within a 
refuge of God’s creation which encourages spiritual 
growth and restoration.

Peter builds on the outstanding foundation 
John Shertzer and the current staff have built, 
continuing to foster strong relationships with our 
many stakeholders, supporters, and guests. John 
will partner with Peter in the early months of his
transition. We thank John (and Henrietta) for their 
many contributions to Black Rock Retreat over the 
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Alumni: Where are they now?
Have you ever wondered what 
happens to summer staff when 
they no longer work at Black Rock 
Retreat? So have we! Here’s an 
update on one of our summer staff 
alumni: 

Interview with Crystal (Sensenig) Good, 
missionary, Papua New Guinea

What years were you involved at Black 
Rock Retreat’s summer camp?

I was a camper for two summers, then I 
managed to make my way onto summer 
staff and had the privilege of serving 
campers for four summers in four different 
positions: Junior Counselor, Dining Room 
Hostess, Crafts Director, and Lifeguard.

How did your time at BRR prepare you for 
your current work and ministry?

It was life changing! As a camper, I 
stood on Black Rock Retreat’s ballfield 
experiencing God’s presence in my heart as 
I acknowledged Him for the first time as my 
Lord and Savior. That experience and those 

feelings have never left me. 

Being a part of summer staff nurtured my 
desire to encourage those around me. It 
taught me to ask not only how someone 
is doing, but also to ask how their heart is 
doing. It’s an effort to be more intentional, 
more relational. Currently, my husband, 
Andrew and I, along with our four boys, 
serve in Papua New Guinea with Wycliffe 
Bible Translators. On the mission field, we 
experience both joys and trials. I continue 
to be passionate about encouraging those 
around me, both in our home with my family 
and as I serve the area youth. 

I believe that I would not be who I am today 
without God’s work in my life through the 
ministries of Black Rock Retreat. I am 
forever grateful.

Prayer Note: Pray for safety as recent 
election results have led to violence in parts 
of Papua New Guinea.

If you’re a former summer staff member 
or summer camper, we would love to hear 
from you. Write to us and tell us how your 
time at Black Rock Retreat prepared you for 
wherever you are serving God today. Maybe 
your comments will be selected for a future 
newsletter!
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Camper 
Conversations
 “What is the difference between a saved 
Christian and a person that just does 

good things?” asked 
one of my campers 

as we were refilling 
the water bottles 
of thirsty campers 
during a campout 

night. In response to 
his question, I explained 

how salvation is a gift. “For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no one 
can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 “How do I 
accept God’s gift?” he asked. I explained 
the sinner’s prayer and asked what he 
thought. He said he wanted to think 
about it, so we headed back down the 
trail toward the campsite. Half way down 
the trail he turned and said he wanted 
to accept Jesus. I instantly dropped 
everything and prayed with him. His whole 
countenance changed. As we got back 
to the thirsty crowd waiting earnestly 
with cups in hand, the camper started 
going around and hugging everyone. 
Isn’t it amazing how this camper set out 
for physical water and found spiritual 
refreshment?

–  Isaiah (Zip) Stokes, Summer Staff

A camper began sharing stories with 
me of struggles she was facing. She 
shared hurt in her home having a single 
mother who works a lot and the struggle 
to forgive her dad for walking out on the 
family. But then God ministered to her a 
beautiful revelation. She remembered that 
God recently gave her the power to bring 
a friend out of the desert of self-harm and 
also helped her to lead a younger girl to 
Christ. She then realized that God will 
also give her the ability to walk 
in Christ’s strength throughout 
the challenges she is facing 
at home. We hugged and 
rejoiced together. I shared with 
her that her vulnerability really 
touched me. It was incredible to 
see how God was able to unravel 
what she needed to hear through her own 
thought processes and it was amazing 
to see her confidence increase after our 
conversation. The joy of the Lord was 
radiating out of her. That made my week.

–  Courtney Gray, Summer Staff

Executive Director…
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

last 10+ years as well as their continuing 
commitment to a successful passing of 
the torch and a sustaining heart for the 
ministries of Black Rock Retreat.

Peter is married to Bethany. They have 
three children – 12, 10, and 7 years old. 
His interests? Peter is a soccer fanatic 
and admits a slight obsession with Italian 
pastries. His favorite place to be at camp is 
on the soccer field or on water-skis. 

The Fiorellos have extended family in 

Lancaster County and are looking forward 
to becoming part of our Pennsylvania 
community and the Black Rock Retreat 
family.

Please welcome Peter, Bethany and their 
children to our family as your paths cross 
in the weeks and months to come. We 
covet your prayers for a smooth Fiorello 
Family transition, a fulfilling retirement for 
John, and blessings for the continued work 
of our ministry.
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2017
Sept. 15 & 16 – Bike-a-thon
Sept. 25 – Golf Outing 
Oct. 17 – Annual Fall Banquet – meet Peter Fiorello!
Nov. 10-14 – Silent Sanctuary Retreat
Nov. 17 – Extra-Ordinary Give 
Nov. 28 – Business Leaders Symposium
Dec. 3-17 – (by reservation) Christmas Escape Room – NEW!
Dec. 10 – Christmas Hymn Sing and Banquet

For more information about these and other upcoming events,  
visit www.blackrockretreat.com

2018
Jan. 5-7 – Jr. High Winter Camp
Jan. 9 - Feb. 28 – Winter Dayz – Tue. & Wed. afternoons 1-3:30 PM 
Jan. 12-14 – Silent Sanctuary Retreat
Jan. 27 – Summer Camp Open House
Feb. 2-4 – Sr. High Winter Camp
Feb. 16-17 – Ladies Night Out
March 2-4 – Silent Sanctuary Retreat
March 31 – Easter Eve Communion Service – NEW!
April 1 – Easter Sunrise Service
April 16, 17, 30 – Spring Homeschool Days 
April 19 – Business Leaders Symposium 
Late April (date not set) – Lock-In At The Rock
May 1, 14, 15, 29 – Spring Homeschool Days
March 4-6 – Silent Sanctuary Retreat
May 11-12 – Benefit Auction 
first public event in new Chapel and Dining Hall!
June 10 – Summer Kick Off (Open House) 
Summer Staff Commissioning
July 9-11 – Mini Family Camp – NEW!
July 20-22 – Family Retreat – NEW!
Aug. 13-17 – Family Camp
Sept. 21-22 – Worship Leaders Training Retreat – NEW!
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Do you enjoy Black Rock 
Retreat’s recipes?  
Your family will smile when you 
order a copy of the classic Black 
Rock Retreat cookbook titled Family 
Favorites – one of the many items 
which can be purchased online from 
our retreat center gift shop. Check it 
out at ShopBlackRockRetreat.com 

From the Kitchen
Bannock

Black Rock Retreat’s 
BANNOCK

Ingredients: 

1 cup flour   2 tablespoons powdered milk

1 teaspoon baking powder  1/8 teaspoon salt

Mix all ingredients together. Add 

enough water to make a workable 

dough. Knead, flatten and bake at 350 

degrees or fry in butter. Especially 

delicious when fried in a cast-iron 

pan over a 
campfire!

Check out these photos of unique bannock 
dishes created by last year’s Summer Camp 
staff during the annual end-of-the-summer, bannock bake-off. 
Photos of 2017 dishes will be available on our Facebook page.

 Upcoming Events Calendar
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Summer CampEXPANSION UPDATE

Cabins – Two out of six new cabins are 
currently under construction
Chapel & Dining Hall – Demolition and 
pre-construction are scheduled to begin 
mid-August – check our Facebook page to 
see up-to-date progress!

Will you help ensure Black Rock 
Retreat can complete this project 
debt free?
IN THE DINING HALL: 
Pull up a chair – give $75 for furnishings
Set a table – give $200 for larger tables 
making room for more campers 
Make a meal – give $5,000 for replacing 
deteriorating kitchen equipment

IN THE CHAPEL: 
Turn up the volume – give $30 for A/V 
equipment
Light up a camper’s life – give $100 for 
electric lines and fixtures
Let the sunshine in – give $2,000 for 
windows and trim

IN THE CABINS: 
Save the environment – give $500 
towards expanding our sewer 
system to accommodate over 
1,000 campers flushing the 
toilets ☺
Pay for a Cabin – $200,000 
will pay all the costs for 
an individual cabin. In 
appreciation for a donation 
of this magnitude, the donor 
receives a personalized plaque 
on the door frame of the cabin 
with the opportunity to bless 
future generations of campers 
with your favorite verse engraved.
Use the enclosed envelope to make your donation 

2 of 6
new

cabins
being 

built

Fundraising: $2,754,168 has been raised to date
Less than $2 million 
needed to complete 

construction debt-free.


