
When I hear the  
words “Black Rock” 
memories come  
flooding in.
In the early 1970’s, my kind landlords paid for my 

children to have a Black Rock summer camp 
experience. Then when I joined and attended 

a local Mennonite church, my Sunday 
school class helped sponsor children each 
year. One time, a few of the ladies took 
me along to help make pies for a camp 
week. Of course I tasted some, only to 

make sure they were good! Then someone 
anonymously paid for me to join our church’s 

winter retreats. We experienced beautiful 
accommodations, good fellowship, great food, and 
most of all, helpful spiritual input, all at Black Rock 
Retreat. After a while, my grandchildren were old 
enough to attend summer camp and I’m thankful 
I was able to help make that happen. Later, after 
moving to and working for Friendship Community, I 
transported our folks to Black Rock’s special week 
camps, which were always a highlight of their year. 
But it was also very sad when some had to be 
turned down due to not enough room. 

I’ve also been blessed to have some personal 
retreats at Black Rock — quiet, beautiful, just God 
and I.

Most recently Father God has been waking me 
in the wee morning hours with a vision of 8-10 
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God has been 
waking me in the 
wee morning hours 
with a vision of 8-10 
single parent children 
having a completely 
paid Black Rock 
summer camp 
experience. 

IN RELATIONSHIPS

single parent children having a completely paid for 
Black Rock summer camp experience. This would 
cost approximately $4,000. Since I’m paralyzed 
and on disability, I can’t afford it, so I’ve asked 
Father God to lay it on some of your hearts. If 
He asks you to give, please send your donation 
marked “Elizabeth’s Kids” so I can celebrate God’s 
provision. If more comes than is needed, that will 
support the Summer Camp Expansion Fund.

I am in His care and faithfulness, 
Elizabeth Jane Clevenstine

RE-CONNECT
with what really matters!

EXPERIENCE 
Nature

GROW



From the Executive Director
A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 
There is a time for everything and a 
season for every activity under heaven!  
–Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV

In July 2007 I began a new season in my life 
as Executive Director of Black Rock Retreat. 
I am convinced that God brought me here 
for specific reasons to serve him through 
this ministry.

Now ten years later on Monday, January 
30th, the board announced to the staff that 
there will be a new season coming for me 
and the ministry. I will be retiring from Black 
Rock Retreat in 2017. A search committee 
for the next Executive Director has been 
formed, chaired by Jim Fenton, current Vice-
President of the Board of Directors. Please 
pray for this committee as they seek to 
discover whom God desires to serve as the 
next Black Rock Retreat leader.

This is an exciting time for Henrietta and 
me as we look forward to the future. I am 
especially pleased to be leaving at this time 
in the life of the ministry for the following 
reasons:

• My retirement from Black Rock Retreat 
has been part of a five year succession 
planning process

• Collectively speaking, I feel that I have the 
strongest group of Department Leaders in 
my 10 years

• The board continues to 
function well, giving direction 
to the ministry in various ways

• A new strategic plan for the next few 
years is in place

• The vision for additional cabins and a 
new chapel/dining hall to meet the strong 
demand for more summer camp space 
comes to fruition this fall

• The prospects for future growth and 
challenges in all ministry areas are evident 
with a strong team

• Our constituency continues to be very 
faithful in their prayers and financial 
support

We have worked together to stay true to 
the evangelical approach the founders of 
the ministry began 60 + years ago – TO 
KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN! 
Please continue to pray for and support the 
ministry in the future. I am so grateful for 
the friendships and relationships developed 
over the years. I have made lifelong friends 
with many of the staff, board members and 
supporters who I met here at Black Rock 
Retreat.

I covet your prayers as I look to the next 
season of my life.

John Shertzer 
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Reader 
Feedback
After seeing the recipe for baked 
oatmeal in the last newsletter, we 
learned the story of how baked oatmeal 
came to be a BRR staple. Do you have 
a response regarding any of the Rooted 
at the Rock articles? We’d love to hear 
from you! office@blackrockretreat.com 

Dear Editor,
Black Rock printed an article on “Baked 
Oatmeal” in a recent newsletter. To get 
the true story on how baked oatmeal 
came to Black Rock Retreat, ask my 
daughter Wendy. Peace be with you,
Hap
–––
Dear Editor,
The baked oatmeal story started when I 
was with Teen Missions in 1981. It was 
a favorite breakfast for our team of 30 
kids. The recipe is unusual and amazing 
because you can cut it down to one egg 
and feed 3-4 people or multiply it up to 
feed 100 and it still works (most recipes 
aren’t that forgiving), and you can 
make substitutions and it still works! 
When I went to work as summer camp 
cook, there was oatmeal from some 
government program and shortening in 
cans which we’d melt for the oil in the 
recipe. Oatmeal doesn’t always appeal 
to children in its usual form and even in 
its baked form some would turn up their 
noses. So we started calling it Black 
Rock Breakfast Cake and they loved it. 
Silly children. :) It’s been on the menu at 
Black Rock ever since.
Blessings,
Wendy

FALL/WINTER 2016

The First Campers at Black Rock Retreat
As a pastor at Vine Street Mennonite Church in 
Lancaster city, Frank Enck saw children in the 
summertime and recognized that they didn’t know 
what to do with themselves. He thought, “Get them 
off the street and out in the country. That’s where 
you can teach them about God and nature.” Many 
have heard this story of Bishop Frank Enck and his 
work to start the ministry of Black Rock Retreat, but 
have you heard how Frank got the idea? By that, I 
mean the story of Dan Enck, Frank’s son, who was 
the first person to bring campers onto the grounds 
which is now called Black Rock Retreat.  

Implementing his father’s 
vision of providing positive 
activities for Lancaster city 
children, Dan had taken some 
boys on a camping trip to a 
public campground. But after 
a somewhat embarrassing 
experience, when two of the boys created a 
disturbance for the other campground guests, Dan 
canceled the rest of the trip. He returned home 
disappointed and told his dad, “We need a place 
where we can camp privately and not disturb other 
guests.” Frank responded to his son’s concern with 
action, he looked for a place to purchase and God 
provided the grounds on which Black Rock Retreat 
stands today.  

For the first few years, Dan Enck 
brought boys from Lancaster city to 
Black Rock Retreat for camping trips, but eventually 
his responsibilities in the family’s smoked meat 
business required Dan to pass those opportunities 
off to others whom his father would later recruit 
for running Black Rock Retreat camping programs. 
Nevertheless, Dan did not lose his enjoyment of 
camping and over the past 48 years has brought 
his children, grandchildren, and now great-grand-
children to Black Rock Retreat for an annual 
weekend with the Rutts, who are his wife’s siblings 
and extended family. The photo on this page shows 
the four generations of the Dan Enck family on one 
of these camping trips at Black Rock Retreat.  

We praise God for Dan’s ministry to boys in the 
early days of Black Rock Retreat and we believe 
that just as God has expanded our ministry since 
those first camping trips, we are believing that God 
has more in store for Black Rock Retreat’s future.  

Do you have a family story from the early days 
of Black Rock Retreat? We would love to hear it.  
Send your story to the following address: kkeeler@
blackrockretreat.com or schedule a visit with our 
Development Director, Kendall Keeler. Your personal 
story is an important part of our story together of God’s 
work through the ministry here at Black Rock Retreat. 
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Photo shows the descendants of Frank 
Enck: son, Daniel Enck (top right) 
granddaughter, Brenda (Enck) Knepper 
(top left) great-granddaughter, Becky 
(Knepper) Baldwin (bottom right) great-
great-granddaughter, Kaley Baldwin 
(bottom center).

“ We need a   
 place where  
 we can camp  
 privately and  
 not disturb 
 other guests.”

SEARCH BEGINS:  Building on John Shertzer’s announcement, the Board has begun the 
search for an EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. The new ED will provide inspired Christian leadership to staff 
and guests, leading to exceptional results. If you or someone you know has a heart for Christ and 
spreading His Word in a dynamic, growing environment coupled with business acumen, this may 
be the right opportunity. For more information, send an email to brredsearch@blackrockretreat.
com. 
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Summer Camp
Expanding Our Summer Camp By Expanding our Staff 
Interview  
with Summer 
Camp Director 
Josh Foley 

What areas of camp are currently being 
expanded to make more room for 2017?

If the permits are approved in time, we’ll 
add four more cabins, two for guys and 
two for girls! They will have 12 bunks 
each, so we can have 10 campers and 
two counselors in each new cabin. Since 
we will have more cabins of kids, we will 
also need to expand a couple of other 

physical locations such as seating at 
Laurelside Amphitheater (which we 

have already completed), four 
more campsites, and two more 
platform tent structures for 
campout. 

How many more children 
can we serve this summer?

The expansion will allow 
us to serve about 240 more 

campers this summer.

As we’re praying for permit 
approval, what is your back-up 

plan if we run out of time to build the 
cabins?

PANIC! Just kidding. At camp, we learn to 
adjust to all kinds of variables. Our back-up 
plan is to temporarily turn 
four of our Dogwood Motel 
rooms (near Oakwood 
Dining Hall) into cabins. 
They will be smaller than a 
normal cabin, but we can put in bunk 

beds and house six campers and two 
counselors in each.

Does that mean there will no longer be 
waiting lists?

Unfortunately, there will probably still be a 
waiting list, but it will be much smaller. We 
had 351 campers on the waiting list last 
summer and there have been some years 
with 500+ kids on the waiting list. So we 
will be able to cut the list at least in half!

How many more staff will you need this 
summer and what are the new positions?

We will need eight more counseling staff 
(a junior counselor and a senior counselor 
for each cabin). We will also expand our 
program staff, including the new position 
of Drama Director, a second Health Care 
Manager (to help manage the additional 
medications), and splitting the Media 
Specialist role into two positions – Media 
and Photo Specialist and Video Specialist. 
All together, we are adding 10 new staff, 
bringing the total summer staff to 52.

How can we best pray for this year’s 
Summer Camp?

Please pray that God will lead the right 
staff to apply. Our previous summer staff 
are our best recruiters, but right now there 
are only 42 of them helping to recruit 52, so 
we need to pray and spread the invitation 
to young people 
who are seeking 
God to apply 
at Black Rock 
Retreat!

EXPANSION UPDATE

240
More 
Campers

10
More 
Staff

3

We need young people 
who want to grow as 
leaders and make an 
eternal impact! 
brr.org/summer-camp-jobs

To make a donation 
towards our Summer 
Camp Expansion, use 
the enclosed envelope 
or visit brr.org/donate
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From the Kitchen
Chicken Corn Soup

still waterssoulHe restores my

He leads me

Psalm 23:2-3

beside

Black Rock Retreat’s 

CHICKEN CORN SOUP

Ingredients: 

1 Cup Diced Onion

2 Cups Diced Celery

1 1/4 T. Butter

Sauté diced celery and onion in butter. Drain excess 

butter. Add chicken stock, chicken base, chopped 

chicken, corn, and black pepper. Simmer for 1 to  

1 1/2 hours. Dice hard boiled eggs and add. Adjust 

seasonings to taste. In a separate bowl, whisk eggs 

with enough flour to make a thick gooey mixture. 

Bring soup to a boil and add mixture, one spoonful 

at a time, until all is incorporated. Recipe serves 12.

5 Cups Chicken Stock

2 T. Chicken Base

3 Cups Chopped Chicken

4 Cups White Kernel Corn

1/4 tsp. Black Pepper

3 Hard Boiled Eggs

2 Eggs
1/4 to 1/2 Cup Flour

Find rest for your soul at Black Rock Retreat
Scripture is full of examples encouraging a time of rest, refreshment, 
and retreat. Black Rock Retreat offers an opportunity to encounter 
Christ in the beauty of His creation. Ideal for church groups, Black 
Rock Retreat can accommodate over 300 guests with a wide 
array of lodging options, activities, dining, and more. Our friendly, 
professional staff are happy to assist in any manner possible to 
make your planning process 
simple, allowing you to fully 
relax and enjoy your retreat or 
conference.

IDEAL FOR HOSTING:
• Church Retreats
• Men's Retreats

• Women’s Retreats
• Youth Retreats
• Couples’ & Marriage Retreats

To inquire about 
availability or to speak  
with one of our helpful 
team members, please  

call 1-800-858-9299. 

Visit brr.org/retreats for
more information.
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Taste this delicious recipe at our upcoming benefit auction on May 20!
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MAKE SOMEONE SMILE

I think of the many times 
I have been down there 
helping…we had a good 
time. It was something 
that had to be done.
– Norma E. Hess

I remember my dad would 
be very enthused every year 
about the decisions for 
Christ. I know he would be 
so happy about that today.
– Herb S. Hess

Willis Kilheffer J. Robert Musser Elsie M. Matz Sara B. Hess

Use the enclosed envelope or visit brr.org/
plannedgiving for more information on how you 

can provide lasting impact on future generations.

estate plan, thank you and please let us know.
Planned giving is one of the most tax efficient ways to contribute to 
the future ministry of Black Rock Retreat. Legacy gifts provide lasting 
impact on future generations.

The above named individuals are donors who included Black 
Rock Retreat in their legacy planning and passed away in 2016. 
Would you like to leave a legacy for future generations of campers 
to hear of the love of Christ? Here’s how you can include Black Rock 
Retreat in your planned giving:
• Make a provision through your will or trust
• Name Black Rock Retreat as a beneficiary of a qualified 

retirement plan, life insurance policy, or annuity
• Invite friends and family to send a contribution to Black Rock 

Retreat in honor of a deceased loved one
Join our *new* Legacy Society 
Our newly forming Legacy Society embodies a group of special 
friends who have included Black Rock Retreat in their planned giving.  
As a member of the Legacy Society you will receive special 
benefits, including recognition (if desired) in Black Rock 
Retreat publications, invitations to special events, and personal 
communications from the Executive Director.
If you have already included Black Rock Retreat in your will or 
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Hoffman Building, Solanco Fairgrounds, Quarryville
To donate new items, contact Beth at office@blackrockretreat.com

Auction starts at 9 a.m. - Come early 
and browse!
An excellent place to buy your spring 
shrubbery!
Buzz’s Chicken BBQ - Delicious! 
Available after 12 noon.

How much does it cost to send a child to camp?
Approximately $400

Easter Sunrise Service
Bring a lawn chair and worship with us on the ballfield as we watch the sun rise. 

Learn more at brr.org/sunrise.

April 16, 6-7 am

57th Annual 
Benefit Auction
Saturday, May 20

Sponsor a Camper
Buy a cookie at our auction in May 
or send your generous gift today!
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                   APRIL 28-29
REGISTER BY APRIL 14, THIS EVENT IS FOR 
YOUTH GROUPS ONLY – Group Leaders come 
for free! 
Learn more at bbr.org/lock-in



ROOTED AT THE ROCK

Business Leader’s 
Symposium
April 20
Join other business professionals for a morning of networking and 
training with some of Lancaster’s top business leaders. 

Schedule:  
8:30-9 am Registration and Continental Breakfast 
9-10 am Session 1 
10:30-11:30 am Session 2 
11:30-12:30 pm Lunch and optional tour of Black Rock Retreat

Sessions will focus on the topic, Identifying, hiring, and developing 
ideal team players in any kind of organization. The sessions will 
include direct teaching as well as round table discussions and Q & 
A sessions with several business leaders including: Brent Kreider, 
of B.R. Kreider & Son, Inc, Conlan Swope of Warfel Construction, 
Jim Fenton of The Dewar~Fenton Group, Sheryl Holzbauer with 
Willow Valley Associates, and Nathan Shertzer of Clark Associates. 
Register at brr.org/businessleaders.

Conlan Swope

Expect: sleep under the stars, camp fires, 
ropes course, laser tag, night swim, steaks, 
burgers, steak burgers (Is that a thing?), 
lessons from the Father, hiking, treasure 
hunting, star spinning, s’mores, board games, 
field games, & more!

Kurt Weaver is an engaging and fun loving 
pastor at Crossway Church of Lancaster. He 
is a Lancaster native and former Promotions 
Director for WJTL FM 90.3 as well as one of 
the founders of the Purple Door Music Festival. 
His greatest accomplishment however was 
convincing his lovely wife Barbara to marry 
him. Now they have 6 amazing children and 
love spending time together as a family. If Kurt 
is around laughter isn’t too far away.June 9-10, 2017

Guest Speaker
Kurt Weaver
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By Lenay Ruhl
lenayr@cpbj.com

The fourth generation to lead East 

Hempfield Township-based B.R. 

Kreider & Son Inc. is already 

planning for the fifth.

Succession planning in a fami-

ly-owned business never ends, according 

to Brent Kreider, who owns the Lancaster 

County excavating and paving company 

with his cousins, Heidi Hollinger and 

Courtney Dougherty.

Since the three of them took over the 

family business in 2009, one of the steps 

they have taken is to update the hiring 

process for future generations.

There is now a list of requirements 

the next generation will have to meet 

before being appointed to key positions 

in the company. Members of the fifth 

generation, for example, will have to work 

elsewhere before taking over B.R. Kreider, 

and they will have to go through the same 

hiring process as any other employee.

Putting the requirement in writing 

ensures that “it’s not just a shoe-in,” 

Hollinger said. 

It also makes the hiring process “more 

intentional,” Kreider added, noting that 

he and his cousins also worked for other 

companies before coming back to the 

family business. Some of their siblings are 

not involved today. 

It’s unclear whether requiring outside 

work prior to joining B.R. Kreider is good 

or bad, as the policy hasn’t been officially 

tested. But the cousins know it comes 

with risks — there is always the possibility 

that when their younger relatives go to 

work for someone else, they won’t want 

to come back.

“The succession planning process is 

not easy,” Dougherty said, noting that 

the time dedicated to succession plan-

ning falls outside of her and her peers’ 

daily roles. Kreider serves as president, 

Hollinger as the human resource assis-

tant and Dougherty as the operations 

assistant.

The company is guided by a fiduciary 

board, which includes four non-family 

directors as well as the three family leaders. 

The outside expertise on the board has 

been what the cousins described as “invalu-

able” in guiding the company.

“They push us forward,” Hollinger 

said.

The company was started by Benjamin 

R. Kreider in 1936, and he passed it on 

to his son Elvin. Elvin’s children — two 

sons, Ken and Jim, and a daughter, Carol 

Buchen — took over from there. Kreider, 

Hollinger and Dougherty are their chil-

dren.

As the generations come and go, the 

company continues to grow.

It recently expanded services at its Pin 

Oak Service Center, located alongside 

company headquarters at 97 Kreider 

Lane, to offer fleet management for out-

side companies. Pin Oak is a repair center 

for cars, trucks, RVs, excavating equip-

ment and trailers.

When it comes to its regular business 

of excavating and paving, B.R. Kreider is 

currently working on some big projects in 

Central Pennsylvania.

In Lancaster County, it is widening 

Route 72 in Penn Township to make way 

for a retail center called Penn Towne 

Center, which will include a new Sheetz 

gas station.

In Chester County, B.R. Kreider is one 

of several companies working on a $90 

million revitalization project to update 

the Main Fountain Garden at Longwood 

Gardens, which includes building under-

ground tunnels that are 1,400 linear feet. 

The tunnels will essentially be an under-

ground service system so that Longwood 

Gardens’ personnel can access the foun-

tains’ infrastructure.

The project, which started in fall 2014, is 

expected to be complete in fall 2016.

While the projects keep the company’s 

leaders busy, succession planning is al-

ways in the backs of their minds.

Brent Kreider, president of B.R. 
Kreider and Son Inc., is part of 

the fourth generation at the 
helm of the Lancaster County-

based excavating company.

PHOTO/AMY SPANGLER

B.R. Kreider  
family prepares 

for 5th generation 
to lead company

Pushing forward

TOP100
PRIVATE COMPANIES 2016

Kreider, Hollinger and Dougherty often wonder 

how it will work when the next generation takes over.

Their children range in age from 3 to 17, which 

shows how generational lines can blur as the years go 

by.

Kreider, Hollinger and Dougherty are at most 10 

years apart, ranging from the early 30s to mid-40s.

“Each transition is different,” Hollinger said.l

Reprinted with permission from Central Penn Business Journal. Copyright © 2016. All rights reserved.

www.brkreider.com

Brent KreiderRay “Butch” Marvin

Nathan ShertzerJim Fenton
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SAVE THE DATE!

Sheryl Holzbauer

Will you join us?
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Summer Kick Off
June 11, 1:30-7:30 pm
Come kick off your summer with a fun day of 
activities at Black Rock Retreat culminating 
with a meal and short commissioning program 
for the 2017 Summer Staff.
brr.org/kickoff

Barnstormers Night
Benefits Ministries of Black Rock Retreat
June 17
A portion of all ticket sales on this night will benefit the 
ministries of Black Rock Retreat – come out and show 
your support for Black Rock Retreat on this special 
Lancaster Barnstormers Outdoors Theme weekend!
brr.org/barnstormers
Call Barnstormers office today and  
reserve your seat before they sell out! 

CALL FOR TICKETS (717) 509-HITS

Get Involved!
Spring and Summer volunteer 
opportunities are available in our  
Nature Center, to learn more visit  
brr.org/volunteer.

 

We’re Hiring
Check out our website to learn 
about how you could serve in Food 
Service, Outdoor Education, and 
Summer Camp
To learn more visit brr.org/
employment.

“I knew that if one of the candidates 
I was interviewing was formerly 
a summer camp counselor, I was 
confident they could be a good teacher, 
coach, etc. Camp is a very formative 
experience for young people”.

– former Director of the Lancaster 
County Christian School, Mark Cote
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0aSisSUMMER CAMP 20/7
“You, God, are my God, 

earnestly I seek you; I thirst 
for you, my whole being  

longs for you, in a dry and 
parched land where there  

is no water.”
PSALM 63:1

ROOTED AT THE ROCK 9

OUTDOOR EDUCATION ACTIVITIES, 
FIELD TRIPS & RETREATS

Nature StudiesOutdoor Fun
• Wilderness Survival
• Archery
• Geocaching & Orienteering
• Laser Tag

Teamwork Skills

If you want to learn more about our 
program, arrange a visit to Black 
Rock Retreat. Observe our education 
program and see it in action! Room 
and board will be provided. Learn 
more at brr.org/outdooreducation.

• Personal growth, leadership, 
trust, teamwork, and a 
relationship with God

• Togetherness for beginning or 
end of school year 

• Team-building initiative 
activities and reflection time

“Black Rock Retreat is truly a 
gift from God! The facilities, 
setting and grounds, staff, and 
programming are excellent – a 
well-kept secret that needs to 
be shared with everyone!”

- Christian School Parent

• Creek Exploration
• Consumers (Owl  

Pellet Dissection)
• Animal Habitats
• Astronomy
• Ecology
• Flight
• Frog & Invertebrate 

Dissections

June 12 - August 12

Campers will discover how to 
quench their thirst when experi-
encing the “desert” times of life.

Camp weeks are filling quickly, so 
sign up today!

brr.org/summer-camp-registration
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August 6-8

The Old Testament can be overwhelming 
and confusing. A Walk Thru the Bible 
can change that! In just a few short 
hours, learn the major people and places 
of the Old Testament and in the process 
discover God’s character in a fresh way—
and you’ll enjoy yourself in the process!

This event includes fun activities at 
Black Rock Retreat and optional visits 
to Sight & Sound’s Jonah show and a 
life-size Tabernacle Tour!
Register at brr.org/biblewalk

August 14-18
Black Rock Retreat’s Family Camp is 
a unique opportunity for families to 
enjoy an adventure of fun, fellowship 
and spiritual growth together. Family-fo-
cused activities and input sessions will 
allow parents and children of all ages to 
share memorable times with each other. 
Engaging sessions, meaningful worship 
times and crazy games will set the pace 
for a week that your family will long 
remember!
Register at brr.org/family-camp

Bringing Families Together!

Black Rock Retreat
ADULT & FAMILY 
MINISTRIES

THEME: 

LEGACY

Family Camp 

“...as for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” –Joshua 24:15b

GOLF BENEFIT
September 25 

Mark your calendar!
Event Sponsor:

BIKE-A-THON
September 15-16
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Register by July 7 to receive a BR2RB jersey!
Benefits camp sponsorships and more!
CHOOSE YOUR DAY: 
Friday, 9/15 or Saturday 9/16

CHOOSE YOUR DISTANCE: 
80 miles to Rehoboth, DE
125 miles to Rehoboth, DE
145 miles to Fenwick Island, DE – New this year!
Learn more: brr.org/bikeathon



ROOTED AT THE ROCK

what is Road Scholar?
Road Scholar inspires adults to learn, discover and travel.
Here’s an interview with Tom 
Burger, one of Black Rock Retreat’s 
frequent Road Scholar guests. 

Q: How many Road Scholar programs 
have you attended at BRR?

A: I estimate that I attended 21 Road 
Scholar programs at Black Rock.

Q: What do you enjoy about them?

A: I enjoy meeting new people and hearing 
different opinions on various subjects. 
Additionally, I enjoy the friendly staff, the 
quiet surroundings in nature with the 
occasional sound of youth.

Q: Do you have any comments for 
someone who is considering attending a 
Road Scholar program?

A: Attending a Road Scholar event can be 
an adventure. You meet new people, visit 
interesting places, and enjoy good food.

Tom Burger, who lives in the Baltimore 
area, now comes to Lancaster County on 
a regular basis. Attending Road Scholar 
programs at Black Rock Retreat has 
opened doors for him to be a part of our 
community, making Lancaster County his 
second home. He has shared with us that 
in light of recent health challenges his time 
spent at Black Rock Retreat has given 
him a firm foundation of faith and has 

led him to become part of a local church 
community. Start your own Road Scholar 
adventure by visiting roadscholar.org

UPCOMING ROAD 
SCHOLAR EVENTS:
Pennsylvania’s Gardens:  
From Amish Charm to 
Longwood Sophistication 
April 30 - May 5
. . . . . 
Lifestyles of Faith – Past and 
Present in Lancaster County  
May 14-19
. . . . . 
A Medley of Music in  
Lancaster County   
June 4-9

Alumni: Where 
are they now?
Have you wondered what 
happens to summer staff when 
they no longer work at Black 
Rock Retreat? So have we! 
Here’s an update on one of our 
summer staff alumni:

Interview with Chris Nafziger, 
Adventure Program Manager 
at Wheaton College, 
HoneyRock Camp 
His current job 
involves leading 
and training 
graduate students 
to become the 
next generation of 
camp leaders, as 
well as, developing 
primary research to 
contribute to the field of 
Christian camping.

What years were you involved on Black 
Rock Retreat’s summer staff?

‘93-’94 -Special Week volunteer; ‘95 
– Junior counselor; ‘96-’97-Senior 
counselor; ‘98 - Wilderness instructor

How did your time at BRR prepare you 
for your current work?

My time at BRR solidified God’s calling in 
my life to use the camp environment to 
introduce students to creation in a new 
way and show them the power of Christ. 
Students come to camp with a genuine 
need to understand who they are and 
how they fit within God’s big story. Black 
Rock Retreat has filled that need for 
thousands of campers, allowing them 
to unplug for a week and come to know 
the power of camp. My ministry here at 
HoneyRock has been enriched by the in-
depth training and wonderful experiences 
at Black Rock Summer Camp.

If you’re a former summer staff member 
or summer camper, we would love to hear 
from you. Write to us and tell us how your 
time at Black Rock Retreat prepared you 
for wherever you are serving God today. 
Maybe your comments will be selected 
for a future newsletter!

office@blackrockretreat.com
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Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

– Matthew 11:28

EXPERIENCE nature

RE-CONNECT
with what

GROW in  
relationships

really matters


