
Q: How long were you a camper and when did you 
work on staff? A: I started as a camper in 2009 
and I started on staff in 2015. I was a camper for 
six years, a volunteer waitress for three years, and 
now I’ve been on Summer Staff for three years. 

Q: What does it mean to you, when you say, “Black 
Rock saved my life”? A: In middle school, which 

is a tricky time for a lot of kids, my parents 
were knee deep in a really nasty divorce 

and I was really struggling. My father 
didn’t show me love and support, and 
that was really hard for me. Things 
were getting uglier and uglier and I 
was feeling really alone. This eventually 

turned into depression and anxiety, 
and I was having suicidal tendencies. I 

remember the night that I told my mom I 
was ready to take my own life. She made all 

the calls she needed to, but we also contacted 
my first-ever Black Rock camp counselor - Katie 
Hoover (Ragsdale). Katie came to my house and 
she stayed with me. She came to your house? 
Yes, she was with me spiritually by praying for 
me, but she was also there for me physically by 
coming to my house.  

Another time during Summer Camp, I needed 
to go to the courthouse to speak in front of a 
judge about my parents and the divorce. It was 
really scary for me! When I came back to camp 
later that day, I remember the program staff and 
leadership staff were in the dining hall. When I 
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walked into the dining hall, Josh and the summer 
camp nurse at the time, Joanna, were the first 
two people to hug me and I remember all the 
staff were hugging me and I felt so included. 
And I cried in the middle of that dining hall as 
they all hugged me and prayed for me. It was 
really cool, because although I had to leave 
camp, which was super hard, when I came back, 
I felt like they were saying “We don’t know what 
you went through, but we are here to love you”. 
I think that showed my mom that Black Rock is 
an organization worthy of so much because it 
provided so much for me. She knew that she was 
dropping me off in a safe place and I could be 
embraced.  That’s one of my favorite memories 
of Black Rock because that’s not what you would 
expect a Summer Camp to do.  

Q: What are some of your favorite memories of 
your mom? A: For the first 10 years of my life, 
my mom was in a wheelchair and there was a 
time in 2008 that we thought she was going to 
pass away. She was in ICU and it was really, really 
overwhelming. She got better and eventually she 
only needed a walking cane. She and I came to 
Black Rock for an Open House and there was 
an opportunity for people to go zip lining and my 
mom said, “I’m going zip lining”. I said, “Mom! 
There’s no way in God’s great name that you can 
take on that zip line. You were in a wheelchair for 
ten years.”  Mom said, “I’m doing this. This could 
be my last day on earth. I may never be able to do 
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From the Executive Director
Dear Friends of Black Rock Retreat,

It’s hard to believe it has already been six 
months since my family and I moved to 
the area. It’s exciting to see what God is 
doing here at Black Rock Retreat! The 
addition of more year-round beds and a 
new Dining Hall and Chapel will allow us 
to share Jesus with many more kids this 
summer and throughout the year. In the 
kitchen, we’ve expanded our food ameni-
ties with a salad and soup bar.

We are also excited to announce three 
new initiatives this summer: Blast Day 
Camp, Run the Rock trail run and Land-
mark teen discipleship program.

Have you seen this video?

 

Blast Day Camp will allow us 
to impact more local kids in 
the region, while being a great resource 
for the moms and dads who both work. 
We will also be launching our new 14 day 
discipleship initiative for teens called Land-
mark. Landmark is designed to raise up 
lifelong followers of Jesus and challenge 
young teens in their walk with Christ. We 
want to be a place where teens can ask 
questions and grow in their faith while 
being discipled by our college age summer 
staff. The new trail run called Run the Rock 
is a 5K challenge which loops the entire 
property of Black Rock Retreat.  There is 
also a 10K challenge which will extend 
the race into some rugged terrain on local 
state game lands before finishing on the 
Black Rock Retreat property.  

 On a personal note, I would like to thank 
you for your prayers and support during 
our transition. It was a busy fall and winter 
with my family adjusting to a new school 
and settling into the community. We are 
so excited to be a part of the Black Rock 
Retreat family and looking forward to 
being a part of what God is doing in the 
greater Lancaster region.  

Peter Fiorello
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Check it out on      acebook

New 
Dining Option

BRR now features another healthy 
eating alternative — our salad  

and soup bar.

One of the unique challenges in camp 
ministry is effectively providing 
spiritual follow-up to campers after 
they go home.  This year we would 
like to provide kid-friendly devotional 
booklets for an entire year mailed 
quarterly to campers’ homes.  The 
cost to provide this year of spiri-

tual input is only five dollars per camper. 

In this first year, our goal is to provide 
these booklets to every camper in 2nd-
8th grade who attends Summer Camp 
2018.  This would cost $4,300.  Would you 
consider giving a donation of $5 or more 
to make this possible?  Remember, every 
$5 gives a camper devotions for an entire 
year!  Use the enclosed envelope to make 
your donation.

  New    Devotional Booklet for Campers
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Landmark
A New Discipleship Training  
Summer Program!
Youth will grow in their journey of be-
coming the man or woman that God has 
created them to be.

 

Landmark is a new, 14 day discipleship 
training program designed to experience 
summer camp activities plus an off-site 
wilderness adventure and service oppor-
tunities - growing through specialized 
training in the Bible, spiritual disciplines, 
and sharing your faith! 

Blast Day Camp
Black Rock Retreat is excited 
to announce 11 weeks of 
high-energy, intentionally 
programmed day camp 
for campers entering 1st 
through 5th grade beginning June 11th.  
Each week runs Monday through Friday 
from 9:00 am until 4:30 pm with extend-
ed care available from 7:00 am until 6:00 
pm (additional cost).  Every day camp-
ers will enjoy a hot lunch, swimming in 
either the pool, lake, or creek, snacks, 
and a devotional time.  Other activities 
throughout the week may include laser 
tag, glow dodgeball, hikes, meeting the 
animals in our Nature Center, crafts, 
ballfield games, and more!  Your camper 
will have a BLAST!

Register at BlastDayCamp.com

Run the Rock - 
Trail Run  
May 12
5K: 7AM start – Runners who are look-
ing for an above-average challenge will 
find the grounds of Black Rock Retreat to 
be surprisingly rugged.  The 5k loop will 
cover the over 100 acres of Black Rock 
Retreat property including a steep incline 
from the Octoraro creek.  Total run has 
over 600 ft of elevation change.

10K: 7:15AM start – This event is not 
for the amateur runner.  Course is single 
track and on naturally rugged terrain 
with creek crossings, steep climbs, and 
numerous rocky descents. No manu-
factured obstacles.  Be alert for multiple 
rocks and roots.  Registration online at  
brr.org/trailrun

Here’s what’s  new  at camp…

Learn more at brr.org/landmark



Remembering  
J. Wilber Sollenberger
On January 7, when J. Wilber Sollenberg-
er passed from this earth and into eternal 
life, the Black Rock Retreat community 
lost an incredible advocate for children 
and youth, as well as a man who loved 
God’s beautiful outdoors. If you’ve visited 
the Black Rock Retreat nature center 
you’ve seen some of Wil’s outdoorsman 
contributions whereby he brought the 
great outdoors into our indoor educa-
tional facilities. A number of Wil’s prize 
animals fill our nature center, where chil-
dren and youth who attend our Summer 
Camp or Outdoor Education programs 
can see God’s creation up close and 
personal. Many of these creature would 
normally be difficult to spot in the wild, 
but thanks to Wil Sollenberger and others 
like him, there are furry bears and wild 
wolves and many other creatures that 
can be observed up-close.  

Wil has sometimes been called “big-
ger than life” and he used his dynamic 
personality to lead Black Rock Retreat 
through a series of significant decisions 
during his eight years on our Board of 
Directors (1986-1994), the last six years 
of which he was President. During those 
years, the Black Rock Retreat Board over-
saw the construction of a second wing 
for the Maranatha Retreat Center as well 
as paying off of the mortgage on the first 
wing. “It was important to me that we 
pay off that mortgage” commented Wil 
after a mortgage burning ceremony for 
the first phase of the Maranatha Retreat 
Center. This retreat facility has hosted 
thousands of churches and individuals 
who have come to worship and grow 
closer to God. One fellow board member 
commented that Wilber was the kind of 
leader who “liked to get things done, not 
just talk about it”.

Another staff who worked closely with 
him said that Wil was “a man with a plan 
and whatever it took, even if he had to 
do things himself, he saw it through to 
completion”.   Another significant action 
during Wil’s leadership on the board was 
the establishment of an Endowment 
Fund for Summer Camper sponsorships. 
This fund was established to provide 
a steady, perpetual source of income 
whereby Black Rock Retreat could con-
tinue providing sponsorships for low-in-
come families.
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Camper 
Conversations
“During teen week, campers have an 
opportunity to take part in Laud, an 
extended time of worship. The campers 
have a couple of hours to spend time 

alone with God — either 
by themselves or 

through various 
stations set up 
around camp. I was 
at the station by the 

three crosses on the 
ballfield. At this station 

campers would attach a paper of their 
struggles onto the cross and take a 
paper listing a characteristic of God off 
the cross. As 
the time of Laud 
was ending one 
camper was left 
there writing 
down her 
struggle. Little 
did I know that the week before, God 
was preparing me for this conversation. 
One week earlier I was personally 
dealing with one of the hardest times of 
my life. The camper that approached me 
was dealing with similar problems and 
fears. God was able to use me in that 
moment to help encourage and love that 
camper who was hurting. I had been 
asking God constantly those two weeks 
why He was doing what He was doing 
and He answered me on that Friday 
morning. While I was becoming hurt and 
empty, He had a plan for me to use my 
hurt to relate to a struggling camper.”

–  Emily Ross

1994 Black Rock 
Retreat Board 

of Directors, 
J. Wilber 

Sollenberger, 
(seated center)
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Summer Camp Expansion Update

“This was the best  
week of my whole,  

entire life!”
– 10 yr. old sponsored camper 

FUNDRAISING - $3,150,904 has been raised to date.  
When all the bills are paid, the anticipated total cost 
of the project will be approximately $4.9 million.  
Contributions to help offset these expenses are 
much appreciated!
CHAPEL & DINING HALL – All finishing touches on 
this beautiful new facility are planned to be completed 
for a special Ribbon Cutting ceremony on May 12 at 
our annual Benefit Auction.  Visit brr.org/auction to 
sign up for a 9 am breakfast occurring prior to the 
ceremony
CABINS – Three double cabins have been completed 
and are already being used by guest groups.

SEWER & LAND 
DEVELOPMENT – An 
entirely new sewer 
treatment plant was 
required for the 
expanded facilities and 
additional campers.  
This system is now 

completed and fully operational.  Thank you to Lloyd & Anna Mae Lapp of Huber 
Nurseries who donated new plantings which will eventually grow large and tall to 
cover this area with natural greenery.
How many more children can come to camp?
Thanks to our generous donors, Summer Camp is able to expand this year to 
accommodate an average of 30 more campers per week totaling to over 250 more 
campers this summer.

Thank you to all who are investing in these buildings in order to make 
Summer Camp available to more children!

Expansion Highlights:

Chapel construction

Newly completed cabin 

Join us on Mother’s Day Weekend, May 
12, for the first public event in the newly 
constructed Oakwood Chapel and Dining 
Hall. A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will 
kick off the annual Benefit Auction which 
includes auctioning of various spring 
plantings and our traditional Camper 
Sponsorship Cookies.

Have you seen it? – These moms are excited 
for more kids to come to camp, are you? 
Here’s some quotes from moms who weren’t 
available the day we recorded the video:

“My grandson has attended camp since 
mini-week and he’s now in high school.  
Each year he has matured and been chal-
lenged to integrate faith and life. Since his 
parent’s sudden separation and divorce 
when he was nine, Black Rock has been one 
of his happy places.”

“My children have benefited tremendously 
from their weeks at camp…unplugging and 
engaging with nature and creation and 
focusing on giving Him all the glory.”

 “Black Rock staff went the extra mile”.

Summer Camp Makes Moms SmileRibbon Cutting 
Ceremony, May 12: Check it out on      acebook
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Benefit Auction and Trail Run 
MAY 12

THANK YOU TO

For sponsoring this event at a 
Diamond Level!

New this year!
New Location: This year’s auction will be 
held in the newly constructed Chapel and 
Dining Hall on the grounds of Black Rock 
Retreat.
Breakfast Buffet: Prior to the start of the 
auction, a delicious breakfast buffet will 
be served in the new dining hall.  Tickets 
are required for this meal and are limited 
to 400 people, so be sure to order early.  
Purchase your $15 buffet tickets online at 
brr.org/auction or mail a check to Black 
Rock to reserve your tickets today.
Trail Run: Prior to the auction, a rugged 
5k and 10k Trail Run Challenge will occur.  
This fundraising event will start in the 
early morning hours before the start of the 
auction.
Again this year
Camper Sponsorship Cookies
One of our featured items each year 
is our Camper Sponsorship Cookies. 
These cookies will satisfy your sweet 
tooth and at the same time help young 
people experience a life-changing camp 
experience.
You can help us get ready for this 
auction by making a donation of new 
merchandise, certificates, experiences, or 
vacation packages. Give us a call at (717) 
529-3384 or send an email to office@
blackrockretreat.com

Mark Your Calendars  
Summer Staff Commissioning  
& Chicken BBQ  
JUNE 10 – 2-4PM 
Visit with Summer Staff and take tours of 
the grounds, 4pm Commissioning Service 
in new Oakwood Chapel, 5pm Chicken 
BBQ meal in new Oakwood Dining Hall– 
an offering will be collected to support the 
ministries of Black Rock Retreat

Upcoming Events Calendar

Easter Sunday 
APRIL 1 - 6-7AM  
Sunrise Service at 
Black Rock Retreat 
with the African 
Children’s Choir 
Bring a lawn chair and worship with us 
on the ballfield as we watch the sun rise.

promote your business
at one of our events 

Have you ever considered 
building your brand while 
sponsoring a Black Rock Retreat 
event?

When you sponsor a Black 
Rock Retreat event, we want 
to give your business as much 
exposure as possible. That’s 
why we are offering multiple 
levels of sponsorship for each 
of our events. The bigger your 
investment, the more exposure 
we can offer.

Diamond Level - Company 
Logo on ALL event promotional 
materials                      

Gold Level -  Company Logo on 
all day-of-event material              

Silver Level - Company Logo on 
select day-of-event materials       

Bronze Level - Company Logo on 
event website  

Sign up online brr.org/sponsor 
or contact us office@brr.org to 
discuss how we can best partner 
with your business.

Register by April 6
Lock-In at the Rock 
APRIL 20-21 
This event is for 
youth groups only. 
Group leaders come 
for free! Learn more at brr.org/lock-in

A SpeciAl OppOrtunity fOr 
YOUR BUSINESS

YOUR LOGO 
HERE!

Spring Homeschool Days 
APRIL & MAY (select dates)
Sign up online brr.org/homeschool

Silent Sanctuary Retreat  
MAY 4-6 
Sign up online brr.org/silent

MISSION: IMPROBABLE
AT BLACK ROCK RETREAT

FA M ILY  C A M P  2 018

experience

agent activities

grow

reconnect

Black Rock Retreat
ADULT & FAMILY 
MINISTRIES

 > Glow Dodgeball
 > Laser Tag
 > Giant Swing
 > Lake and Pool
 > Zipline
 > Archery
 > Nature Center 

 > Water Rockets
 > Waterslide
 > Sand Volleyball
 > Ballfield Games
 > Gaga
 > Hayrides
 > Disc Golf
 > Escape Room

For more information about any of these events, visit us at 
www.blackrockretreat.com/events.
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BRR Saved My Life…
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

this again!” She was extremely stubborn, 
and I was always concerned about her 
health. But she climbed up those side 
pegs of the zip line and she zipped 
down. She said it was the most thrilling 
experience of her life, and I’m standing 
there thinking, “My good gracious, my 
mom climbed up 40 feet and just did 
that!” She probably had more fun than all 
the times that I did it! She was not letting 
me or her health condition stop her. She 
never knew when she could do that again. 
I’m so glad she took that opportunity. 

Q: When your mom died unexpectedly this 
past year, what made your family choose 
to honor her by requesting donations to 
Black Rock Retreat in lieu of flowers?  A: 
One day, when updating her life insurance 
policy, my mom said to me, “If you die 
before me, then when I die, all my money 
is going to Black Rock” and I remember 
thinking, “Wow! That’s so bold.”  Flowers 
are great and beautiful, but they’re only 
temporary; donations to Black Rock could 
cover a camper sponsorship, and I was 
always a camper under sponsorships. If 

it wasn’t for sponsorships I wouldn’t be 

where I am today. It was a wonderful way 

to give back in her honor. 

Deborahlynn Forbes, 54, of Lancaster, 

passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, 

October 22, 2017. In lieu of flowers, please 

make contributions in Deborahlynn’s 

memory to Black Rock Retreat, 1345 

Kirkwood Pike, Quarryville, PA 17566. 

Family Camp 
AUGUST 13 – 17, 2018
Your mission, should you 
choose to accept it…
Families are looking for more than just a 
vacation, and Black Rock Retreat’s Family 
Camp is the perfect solution. Experience 
new and exciting activities, grow in your 
knowledge of and faith in Jesus and 
reconnect with your family on a deeper 
level at our 7th annual Family Camp!

Gary and Jenni Hoag
We are excited to have Gary and Jenni 
Hoag speak to us on the theme of 
“Building Good and Faithful Families.” 

Dr. Hoag is a Biblical scholar who serves 
as a visiting professor at six seminaries 
in three countries. He’s a gifted teacher 
and even more effective when leading 
retreats with his wife, Jenni. She serves 
as spiritual director and retreat facilitator 
and specializes in suggesting practices 
for nurturing spiritual growth in the 
lives of individuals, as well as couples 
and families. Gary and Jenni reside in 
Littleton, Colorado and have a grown son 
and daughter, Sammy and Sophie. Sign 

up today to 
strengthen 
your soul, 
your 
marriage, 
and family as 
followers of 
Jesus Christ.

Golf Benefit at Tanglewood 
SEPTEMBER 24
Make sure we have a spot for you! Register 
your foursome online at brr.org/golf or 
contact office@brr.org

Fall Banquet in Palm Court at 
Double Tree Resort 
OCTOBER 16 
Interviews and Stories with our new 
Executive Director, Peter Fiorello. 

 

BR2RB Bikeathon 
BR2RB is a destination 
cycling challenge 
from Black Rock 
Retreat (BR) to (RB) 
the Rehoboth Bay 
area – from the 
rolling landscape of 
Lancaster County to 
the flat waterways of 
Delaware.

This year, riders can choose from any of 
the following challenge distances: 145, 125, 
100 (new this year), 80 or 50 mile rides.

Choose your distance, then choose your 
day: Friday Sept. 14 or Saturday Sept. 15

brr.org/bikeathon 

MISSION: IMPROBABLE
AT BLACK ROCK RETREAT
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Blast Day Camp & Landmark Teen Discipleship

SAME Mission – Are you in?

NEW Facilities: 
Oakwood Dining  
Hall & Chapel, three  
double  cabins

NEW Events: 
Trail Run – 5K & 10K

NEW Programs:


