
After serving nine years in the role of 
Summer Camp Director, Josh and his wife 
Bethany share some reflections on lessons 
learned from their time in camp ministry.

Josh – I’m thankful that disciples make 
disciples who make disciples.  In Matthew 

28:19 Jesus called us to “…go and make 
disciples…” and I’m thankful for those 

who discipled me for the eight years 
when I was a camper, the six years 
when I worked on summer staff, 
and for the nine years that I’ve been 
summer camp director.  It’s been an 
amazing twenty-three years!  It was 

here at Black Rock that I accepted 
Christ, grew in my faith, and shared 

Christ with campers as a counselor. 

One story that has been the most meaningful 
occurred with one of my mini-week campers 
when I was a counselor.  On one particular 
night there occurred the typical homesick 
sniffle from one of the top bunks, so I 
walked over to this child and laid my hand 
on his back until he fell asleep.  Now, many 
years later, this camper, whose name is Tony 
Franklin, recently served as our Summer 
Camp Maintenance Director, a job through 
which he has discipled the young men of 
this generation.  Yes, it’s true, disciples make 
disciples who make disciples, and this can 
be traced directly back to Jesus – How cool 
is that?!! 
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Bethany – Having grown up in Canada, a lot of 
people ask me, “How did you end up working 
at a Pennsylvania camp?”  My simple answer 
is Proverbs 16:9 “A man plans his course, but 
the LORD determines his steps.”  When I first 
came to Black Rock, I had every intention of 
only working one summer at camp, because I 
had other plans.  But when I came back for a 
second summer, those other options seemed 
less and less appealing. God was changing the 
direction of my steps. Now, thirteen summers 
of camp later, I have experienced countless 
ways that God has determined my steps as I 
submit the plans of my heart to Him.  Change 
can be difficult, but for me, it is worth it when 
I know that God is the one directing my steps 
for His glory. “You make known to me the path 
of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy.” 
Psa. 16:11

IN RELATIONSHIPS

GROW

Lessons Learned at Summer Camp

RECONNECT
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2018
November 15 – Escape Room – schedule your group for a 
challenging adventure (open until April 2019)
November 16 – ExtraOrdinary Day of Online Giving – 
stretch your giving dollars
December 9 – Christmas Hymn Sing and Banquet – join in 
the four-part harmony

2019
January 4-6 – Silent Sanctuary Retreat - Savor His Presence. 
Hear His Voice.
January 11-13 – Jr. High Winter Camp – sign up today!
January 15 – Winter Dayz for Homeschooler’s begins
February 8-10 – Sr. High Winter Camp – sign up today!
March 8-9 – Ladies Night Out
April 21 – Easter Sunrise Service
May 11 – Benefit Auction & Rugged Trail Run

For more information about these and other upcoming 
events, visit www.blackrockretreat.com

Upcoming Events Calendar

What years were you involved at Black Rock Retreat’s 
summer camp?  

I worked on summer staff for two summers.  In 1993 I 
was a retreat lifeguard and in 1994 a senior counselor.  I 
was not a camper but I learned about Black Rock Retreat 
through a fellow lifeguard who attended West Chester 
University with me.

How did your time at BRR prepare you for your current 
work and ministry?  

Do you know the quote, “All I really need to know I 
learned in Kindergarten” by Robert Fulghum?  Well, I have 
transformed the quote to say, “All I really need to know I 
learned at summer camp!!!”  Black Rock prepared me for 
so many aspects of my life.  Junior high week prepared 
me for teaching middle schoolers!   Vespers prepared 
me for my role as a church musician.  I have used many 
camp songs with my music students including, “Simple 
Little Song That Goes Like So” and “Bo Bo”.  Every year 
my school has a huge book fair and I sing songs and play 
guitar around the campfire.  At Black Rock, I learned to 
talk, listen, and obey God in my life.  I observed positive 

Christian relationships which have transferred to my own 
marriage to my husband Shawn for 16 years! 

What are you doing now?  
I am a music teacher at Wallenpaupack Area School 
District in the Poconos.  Currently, I teach grades K-2.  
Also, I am a certified fitness instructor and I teach water 
aerobics and yoga. I am a member of Hawley United 
Methodist Church and serve as their Worship Team 
Leader and substitute musician. I’m also involved in the 
prayer sisters’ ministry. 

What are your hopes and prayers for Black Rock Retreat’s 
current staff and campers?  

My hope for current Black Rock staff and campers are 
for you to become sponges.  Sponges that soak up all 
God had to offer and then squeeze all that grace and love 
back out to others.  My prayer to you are from Numbers 
6:24-25 and a favorite song of mine, “The Lord bless you 
and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and 
be gracious to you.”

Alumni: Where are they now?

Interview with Marcia (Wolf) Knisely

Have you ever wondered what happens to summer staff when they no longer work 
at Black Rock Retreat? So have we!  Here’s an update on one of our former summer 
staff.  If you’d like to share your story, send an email to office@brr.org and you could be 
included in an upcoming newsletter!

Marcia and her 
husband Shawn

My name is Cohen Peifer.  This is a story 
about one of my most difficult weeks 
during the last five years I’ve served as a 
summer camp counselor.  I knew that the 
week was going to be hard, but I had no 

idea how hard it was actually going to be. 
Over the next few days my co-counselor and I 

dealt with purposeful disobedience, fighting, swearing, and a 
general disrespect for anything other than their own needs or 
wants. There were several occasions in which our physical 
possessions were broken or taken. We struggled to be able 
to address the campers on an individual level because we 
were constantly having to address the group’s bad behavior.  
Then on Thursday night something happened that gave me 
an entirely new perspective into my relationship with the 
campers and also my relationship with God. That night, during 
our evening worship service, one of our summer staff shared 
his testimony of growing up in a very tough environment, and 
for the first time that week I didn’t hear a word out my cabin. 
While he spoke they sat silently listening to everything and 
soaking it in. For one second I could see that the Holy Spirit 
was doing something in them.  During our post-vespers cabin 
discussion, I asked, “What trials are you guys going through 
and what things are you struggling with?”, then one-by-one 
each of the campers began opening up. Four of them said 
their Dad wasn’t a part of their lives, five of them had a family 
member that died of something other than old age, three of 
them had someone close to them commit suicide. Stories of 
family members with drug abuse came out, parents in jail, 
and countless other trials that they had been going through 
before any of them were thirteen years old.  As each one 
shared, God began opening my eyes to the brokenness 
and the hurt that each individual was experiencing. By the 
end of it every single one of us, campers and counselors 
alike were all crying. Usually the stigma that is portrayed on 
guys is that you are weak if you cry, and we constantly see 
this time and time again while in camp ministry; but at this 
moment all of my extremely difficult tough guy campers were 
being vulnerable and open with the amount of hurt that they 
were feeling. I was in awe of the beautiful intimacy that the 
Holy Spirit had created while also extremely burdened by the 
brokenness that was in my campers’ lives.

As a counselor we get one week to be able to love 
unconditionally and speak truth into our campers lives, which 
is both a blessing and a curse, because we are able to love a 
camper in a way that they may never have been loved before 

and give them a chance to show their true colors away from 
all of the hurt and pain of daily life. But the hard part is that 
it is only a week, and then we see our campers return to 
situations that are sometimes unloving and hostile towards 
the individual.

For this one night each and every one of the campers let 
us in, we could see why they were acting out and why they 
had so much trouble with respect and authority. For some it 
wasn’t so much of a choice, but rather a desperate effort for 
protection from experiencing hurt again. For others they were 
acting out in a way that conveyed the deep inner turmoil they 
were feeling and the hurt that they were experiencing. For 
one night we saw what God sees every single day. We saw 
the heart of God and our eyes were open to our true ministry, 
loving a broken person like us because they are created by 
God and loved by Him unconditionally. That means pushing 
past their flaws or mistakes, pushing past their actions and 
reactions and choosing to love them because of who God 
says that they are, and not because we have to. Our job and 
our joy, not only as counselors but also as Christians is to 
see and receive the heart of God and spread that to others, 
which often involves the most broken people because they 
are the people that need it the most. When we experience 
brokenness in an individual’s life we shouldn’t turn the other 
way but instead ask God to reveal His heart for that person, 
open our eyes so that we can see and give us the ability to 
love beyond our own capability.

Being a believer isn’t easy, it asks us to go beyond what we 
are capable of and to go into the darkest of situations and 
to deny our own wants and needs.  During that week I would 
dream of just being able to sit down in silence, I would dream 
of being able to speak and be listened to, I would dream of 
being alone; but I couldn’t, because God had a bigger purpose 
for me. He knew the love that those nine boys needed and He 
needed hands and arms to convey His love. He needed feet 
to run after them and to walk with them, He needed a face to 
laugh with them and recognize them individually, but most 
of all He needed a heart to be obedient and trust Him as He 
worked. We may not be the most qualified or the most able 
but if we are open to God and willing to listen to Him, He will 
do things and works that we can’t even begin to imagine!

Psalms 34:8 - “Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is 
the one who takes refuge in Him.”

                                                        -Sincerely, Cohen Peifer, Counselor
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Dear Friends of Black Rock, 

I can hardly believe that I am about to finish up my first full 
year. It has been an incredible privilege to be a part of the 
rich history of Black Rock Retreat, and to add a new chapter 
to its story with all the amazing things that have happened 
this year. First and foremost, our new facilities of a camper 
dining hall, camper chapel, and cabins allowed us to minister 
to more kids and families throughout the year.

We are celebrating a record summer of kids coming through 
Black Rock Retreat. The additional four cabins allowed us 
to share the love of Jesus with many more kids this year. 
Unfortunately, we still had to turn away 160 kids because of 
lack of space!

With the increase of campers, the request for scholarships 
increased as well. We are so very thankful that we were able 
to help many kids come to camp this summer, some for the 
first time. Thank you for your help and support in making 
this possible!

As we look forward to the next chapter of Black Rock Retreat, 
it remains our heart’s desire to come alongside of kids, 
encouraging and equipping them to thrive in their relationship 
with Jesus.

Recently I was listening to the song “Thrive” from Casting 
Crowns, and wanted to share a few words:

So, living water flowing through 
God we thirst for more of You 
Fill our hearts and flood our souls 
With one desire 
Just to know You and make You known 
We lift Your name on High

Shine like the sun made darkness run and hide 
We know we were made for so much more 
Than ordinary lives 
It’s time for us to do more than just survive 
We were made to thrive

As we seek to thrive in our relationship with Jesus, may Black 
Rock be a light in this community to the many kids that are in 
desperate need to encounter our Lord and Savior Jesus.

Grace and Truth,

Peter Fiorello | Executive Director 
Black Rock Retreat 

Sarah Fry
It’s kind of a funny story, that I was offered a job at both another 
camp and Black Rock and needed to decide which to accept.  But I 
really felt like God was leading me here this past summer.
The kids are so cute, especially the ones who have come for many 
weeks.  They have grown so much.  When I came here I thought 
“I’m going to work with all these Christian kids”, but then we would 
do devotions and the kids would ask, “What is devotions?”, so it 
was really cool to say, “Devotions is when we’re going to talk about 
the Lord”.  I’ve had some really deep conversations.  The kids will 
open up about their family situations and stuff that they’re going 

through, and how people are bullying them or whatever.  I’ve had a 
couple situations where one of the kids was really being a stinker 
and I think “Ugh!” but then later in the week they really opened 
up and shared what was going on in their lives.  In school I’m a 
counseling major, so it’s been really cool to use some of those 
counseling skills with younger kids this summer.   I’m surprised 
by how much they understand.  When reading through devotions 
with them I was reading through an entire chapter in Genesis 
and thinking, “They’re not going to understand anything that I’m 
saying, because I’m just reading directly out of the Bible”, but I was 
surprised, they do understand a lot of it. That young child-like faith 
has also taught me.  I need to have more faith like these kids do.

Interview with Black Rock’s Blast Day Camp Counselors

Praise God for these new 
facilities!

$1.4 million 
remaining 
after $3.3 
million raised!

Kevin
What have you seen as the benefits of Black Rock’s Day Camp? 

I think it’s really fun.  All the things that Nancy Hoover, the 
Director, came up with have been incredible, such as the 
crafts that she leads and all the activities she plans.  I think 
it’s a really good experience.  The kids hear the Gospel in the 
devotions that we do, so that’s really good.  And a lot of them 
see what overnight camp does and say, “Oh I want to come 
back to overnight camp!”  So I thinks it’s a huge benefit for 
encouraging kids to come back to overnight camp.

What was typical day at Blast Day Camp?
• Play games, puzzles, crafts, K’nex, until everyone arrives
• Learn about an animal from the Nature Center
• Play a group game on the ballfield
• Go to the playground
• Have snack
• Make a craft related to the weekly theme
• Have devotions geared toward their age group and every 

week we share the Gospel
• Lunch
• Swim in either the pool, the creek or the lake
• Then we go back inside and either finish a craft or start 

another craft until it’s time for parent pick-up

 
Anything else you would like to say about Day Camp?

I think it’s gone really well for the first year.  I think it 
could grow immensely in the years to come.

Over the ten weeks of Summer Day Camp, up to 78 children participated for at least one week, some children attended for 
multiple weeks.  Each week had a special theme and every week the Gospel was shared with the children.  We praise God that 
at least four of these children made a commitment to follow Christ.  Join us in praying for each child who was able to attend 
this year’s camp, that they will continue to grow in Christ throughout their school year.
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“God, you have shown me how to forgive myself and 
move on so I can let my LIGHT SHINE BRIGHT!”

“God helped me stop trying to seek approval from others 
and accept myself for who He created me to be.”

“He set my heart and soul aflame again.”

“God has gifted me with amazing friends.  I come from 
an atheist household, but my friends have so much love 
for Jesus that they brought me to Black Rock.  God’s light 
has shown me what true love and faith is through those 
friends.  I became a Christian here.”

Quotes from overnight campers answering the question: “How has 
God illuminated your life this week?”

“He has given me the opportunity to make connections 
with both staff and campers.  These people have helped 
me and are still helping me through my darkest periods of 
my life.  They’ve helped me to realize that I have a purpose 
in life and that suicide isn’t the only option.  It’s because of 
God and them that am here right now, ALIVE!”


